Heralding history
CITY: Residents asked to help name Barrie
neighbourhoods
Barrie residents have a chance to make a name for their neighbourhoods.
Literally.
The City of Barrie's new Historic Neighbourhoods project will have citizens calling the shots about new neighbourhood names, among other
things.
The city has designated seven historical neighbourhoods in the downtown
area of the city for the project, and will consult with residents on their
ideas.
"The naming of neighbourhoods is one of the exciting parts," said Coun.
Jeff Lehman, chairman of the project committee. "We're asking anybody
in Barrie, but especially those living in those neighbourhoods, what they
should be called. People can be part of their area's identity for the future."
A public meeting was held at Victoria Village yesterday to discuss this
new project.
The boundaries of the seven neighbourhoods in question encompass all of the lakeshore, and most of the downtown core. They stretch from Lakeshore
Drive to Highway 400, and from Berczy Street to Shear Park.
These neighbourhoods, built before the 1950s, are designated as urban growth centres under the province's Places to Grow Plan.
Lehman said those wanting to suggest a neighbourhood name can visit hns. barrie.ca and submit one. A short list will be made of the best choices, and
winners will be awarded for their selections.
The city and the committee have been working on this project for a year, and are now turning to the public for help.

People invited to get involved
"These neighbourhoods have issues and we need to talk with residents about what changes are needed and how those areas should grow," Lehman said.
"This a new way of doing business, and it's people-led planning rather than city planning. We're hoping to reach as many people as we can for this
(initiative)."
Giving the people the power is exactly what Barrie resident David Auger wants to see.
"It's a great idea to get people involved in the process," said Auger, a committee member. "A lot of people think when the city does something like this,
their decision is final before the public even gets a say. But by including them from the start, I think you'll see a lot more public participation."
Auger lives on Centre Street near Blare Park, which is in one of the seven neighbourhoods. He said he had personal reasons for getting involved with
the project.
"I have my own issues with my neighbourhood that I'm not pleased with," Auger said, adding that he was tired of seeing shabby industrial buildings
and homes misused for businesses. "Awareness is key to getting people involved and having the project take off."
Elaine Crossland couldn't agree more. The downtown Barrie native said
she's pleased with the project, but hopes the public's wishes are really
taken seriously.
"There has to be effective, repetitive communication by the committee to
the public," said Crossland, a member of the Barrie Heritage Association.
"They have to keep people aware of each step and that will get more
people interested and onboard."
Crossland, who lives on Simcoe Street, couldn't think of a proper name
for her neighbourhood, but had some ideas of how to improve it.
"The spaces around me are pretty much drug heaven, and I'd like it to
look more like old downtown," she said. "We need a hardware store, a
drug store a green grocer and a nice-looking post office in my area."
Crossland also wants something done to make the Simcoe Hotel designated as a heritage building. She hopes this project will help her achieve
that.
The committee is aiming to have its final historic neighbourhood strategy
figured out and the plan will be set into motion.
To become involved in the project, call Stacey Fofar at 739-4220, ext.
4434.
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