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People led planning for Barrie’s older neighbourhoods

Envisioning the future

HNS in the works
The draft Historic Neighbourhoods Strategy has just
been posted at www.hns.barrie.ca. Please go online
and check it out. You have two weeks to review
the document and provide us with your comments
before the final strategy goes to General Comittee the
middle of June and then on to Council.
Following the neighbourhood workshops in March,
members of the Community Committee were given a
detailed package of information about each of their
neighbourhoods—survey results, neighbourhood
workshop notes, research findings to date, residents’
comments. Committee members were then asked
to prepare a vision of their future neighbourhoods
and to map residents’ concepts of potential future
development patterns in their neighbourhoods.
Together with an overall vision for the Historic
Neighbourhoods area, visions for each of the six
neighbourhoods are reflected in this newsletter.

residents most enjoy, what residents would like
to see changed and how residents would like to
see their neighbourhoods grow. There are also
conceptual maps of future development patterns for
each neighbourhood created to capture the many
discussions and comments we received around future
growth in the historic neighbourhoods and where it
should take place.
New York City Planning Commission chair Amanda
Burden might have been talking about Barrie and
its historic neighbourhoods when she said: “A city
needs to grow but it needs to retain the individual
characteristics that made people want to live in those
neighbourhoods to begin with.”
Read your Neighbourhood Profile and make sure we
have it right. Let us know whether we have captured
those attributes that make your neighbourhood a
special place to live. Please contact me by email at
sforfar@barrie.ca or call 705-739-4220 x4434 to
provide your comments!

Also available now are the six new Neighbourhood
Profiles posted on the HNS website. Each includes
the neighbourhood vision and an outline of what

Stacey Forfar, Project Planner

Overall Vision for Historic Neighbourhoods
At the heart of Barrie, the historic neighbourhoods are thriving communities where people live, work and play.
Clean, green and attractive, diverse, accessible and connected, well served, the historic neighbourhoods offer
a distinctive sense of place and character that evokes pride in residents.
Residents of the Historic Neighbourhoods—
• Embrace diversity
• Have a strong sense of community

• Distinct and reflect Barrie’s natural and cultural
heritage
• Clean, green and attractive
• Accessible and connected
• Well served by public and private services and
facilities
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The Historic Neighbourhoods are—
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THE GROVE

QUEEN’S PARK

Neighbourhood Vision…
The Grove is a diverse, safe and well-maintained
neighbourhood where new development blends
in with the historic feel of
the area. Properties here
are very well maintained
as residents feel great
pride in ownership,
throughout the year. This
neighbourhood is home to
a diverse range of residents
including professionals as
Owen Street
well as artists who all
enjoy the family friendly
neighbourhood feel and the warmth and charm of
the many historic homes.

Neighbourhood Vision…
Queen’s Park is a walkable, liveable, diverse
neighbourhood where residents are creative and
active. Home to the first MacLaren Art Centre and
small galleries and studios as well as the first Royal
Victoria Hospital,
Queen’s Park
attracts not only
commuters because
of its easy access
to Highway 400, it
also attracts young
professionals and
families drawn to
Queen’s Park Streetscape
the neighbourhood
schools and amenities.

There are lots of green spaces in the neighbourhood,
as well as attractive landscaping and lush tree-lined
streetscapes and both Berczy and Lion’s parks are
consistently maintained to a high standard. Bike
paths and designated bike lanes connect through
the neighbourhood including along narrow oneway streets. Transit routes are efficient, schedules
timely and conveniently located shelters are well
maintained. Residents are given priority access to
street parking.

Queen’s Park is an urban community that respects
the past while embracing the future through its
built form and services that attract a diverse mix of
people— young families, retirees and renters, all who
enjoy our well-equipped parks, walking downtown or
enjoying the waterfront paths and festivals.

Waterfront access is protected and priority is given
to pedestrian modes of travel along wide sidewalks,
which are consistently
maintained year round.
In close proximity
to the downtown
core, residents have
convenient access to
basic amenities such as
schools, grocery stores,
entertainment and
medical facilities.

In the Queen’s Park neighbourhood children can walk
to their schools, which act as local community hubs
and to parks, which are venues for small festivals
and parades. Our children
play baseball and soccer;
we rollerblade, walk and
cycle and appreciate the
linkages with our adjacent
neighbourhoods and what
they offer. We envision
better relationships
– between people, cars
and City Hall, as we put the
environment and pedestrian
safety first.

Berczy Creek Walkway

City hall staff is easily accessed by residents,
responding to queries in a timely manner and
providing prompt and efficient enforcement of bylaws.

Skateboarding in
Queen’s Park



DOWNTOWN

BROCK PARK

Neighbourhood Vision…
Downtown is a thriving neighbourhood with an
abundance of essential retail services such as grocery,
pharmacy and hardware stores, as well as public
primary and secondary schools. It is attractively
landscaped with a lush canopy of trees and well kept
parks, which are appealing to everyone and readily
accessible.

Neighbourhood Vision…
Brock Park is home to a large cross section of
residents, reflecting various income levels and
demographics, and appeals to people at both ends of
the age spectrum—young families and seniors. It is
an area people care about and want to live in, where
residents have a strong sense of community and want
to sit on their verandas and talk with neighbours and
passersby.

Historic street signs and lamp posts, comfortable
benches, good lighting, an array of planters with
seasonal flowers and flags line the well-lit Downtown
streets. The resident population has grown
significantly spurred by new construction, as well
as renovations of older buildings, resulting in a mix
of building types and a blend of new services and
residential units.
State-of-the-art office accommodation has attracted
the creative, technological and corporate sectors
to locate in Downtown, enhancing employment
opportunities and supporting higher paying jobs.
Visitors enjoy Downtown’s incredible waterfront with
boat slips, retail shops, restaurants and public spaces
overlooking the water. Businesses benefit from the
revenue tourism brings
to the neighbourhood
and year-round festivals
offer tourists another
reason to travel to
Barrie’s downtown.
Downtown is a thriving
cultural centre—art
galleries, theatre,
Heritage Park Splashpad
cultural spaces,
restaurants, public art
installations, buskers, open air amphitheatre, public
squares, a convention centre, recreational facility to
support stadium/audience and a large performing
arts centre—appealing to residents and visitors alike.

Bradford Street Businesses

Brock Park embraces its direct connection to
the waterfront at Centennial Beach. The area is
differentiated by distinctive lighting and street
signage and has active, tree-lined streets that are
biking/walking/rollerblading friendly, connecting
it to downtown, the waterfront and grocery store/
shops. A shopping market is readily accessible where
produce, meat and bread can be purchased without
getting into a car.
While it contains a diverse mix of residential,
commercial and institutional uses, there is a clear
delineation between residential and industrial areas.

Diving at Centennial Beach

Join the discussion on Facebook. Upload photos and
videos. RSVP to events. We’d love to hear from you!



ALLANDALE

West Village

Neighbourhood Vision…
Allandale is a quiet residential neighbourhood
with quaint shops, public school and local services
including video store, LCBO, grocery, bakery, meat
shop and farmers’ market. Its rich heritage is
recognized and preserved and in particular its railway
heritage is celebrated through the restoration of the
original Allandale Train Station. The Train Station,
now a focal point of activity for the neighbourhood
and the broader community, boasts public spaces
which capture and celebrate the railway legacy of
this community.

Neighbourhood Vision…
West Village is an inclusive, accessible community
with a full range of neighbourhood services including
schools. It is a safe, centrally-located, pedestrianfriendly neighbourhood with a rich tapestry of
housing along tree-lined streets. Residents reflect a
mix of ages, stages and lifestyles.

Neighbourhood street signs sport an image of the
steam locomotive and seasonal decorations welcome
residents and visitors to the neighbourhood along
major roads and intersections. New low-to-medium
density development complements the established
neighbourhood and preserves access and views
to the waterfront. The neighbourhood continues
to attract and retain a diverse resident population
that has a strong sense of community. The housing
inventory remains desirable and affordable and
historic properties are lovingly restored and
maintained.
The volume of through traffic is managed through
traffic calming measures and walking and bicycling
are encouraged along designated residential streets
and the lakefront path. As well, efficient bus routes,
frequent bus shelters and a shuttle service between
Allandale and the GO Transit station and downtown
serve to reduce car use and enhance transit
ridership.

Milligan’s Pond

The neighbourhood has a variety of services ranging
from a gas station to a grocery store, fresh bakery,
24-7 pharmacy and medical services, and all within
walking distance to the waterfront, beach and
downtown with its full array of restaurants that cater
to everyone’s taste.
Neighbourhood values reflect the importance of
aesthetics and local input in all new developments—
public and private.
A robust neighbourhood association provides open
lines of communication with City Hall and an annual
meeting ensures accountability.

Questions or Comments?

Shear Park and Blair Park contain picnic tables,
benches, a soccer field and new play equipment for
neighbourhood children. Additionally, Allandale has
a variety of interesting green spaces/parkettes on
grassed city-owned property with benches, flowers
and a permanent public art feature. Streetscapes
are attractive and incorporate planters filled with
seasonal flowers.

Stacey Forfar
Project Planner
City of Barrie
Tel: 705-739-4220 x4434
Email: sforfar@barrie.ca
Planning Services Department
70 Collier Street
PO Box 400
Barrie, ON L4M 4T5

Residents and City Hall communicate effectively to
address concerns in a timely manner.
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